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Marques Watson, the petitioner, submits State v. Gibson,
No. 58962-1-Il, slip op. at 7-10, 2025 WL 543804, at *3-4
(Wash. Ct. App. Feb. 19, 2025) (Maxa, J., dissenting) as
additional authority in support of granting his petition for
review.! RAP 10.8.

Mr. Watson argues review should be granted to decide
whether the law eliminating the use of most juvenile

adjudications in offender score calculations applies to

L https://www.courts.wa.gov/opinions/pdf/D2%2058962-
1-11%20Published%200pinion.pdf



https://www.courts.wa.gov/opinions/pdf/D2%2058962-1-II%20Published%20Opinion.pdf
https://www.courts.wa.gov/opinions/pdf/D2%2058962-1-II%20Published%20Opinion.pdf

sentencings on pre-act offenses where the change in the law is
in effect at the time of sentencing.

In a case with a similar procedural posture to Mr.
Watson’s, Judge Maxa reasoned, contrary to the decision at
Issue in this case, the answer is yes:

The legislature enacted RCW

9.94A.525(1)(b), which states that most juvenile

adjudications may not be included in a defendant’s

offender score, after Christian Dominic Solomon

Gibson committed the offense at issue but before

he was sentenced. | believe that this statutory

amendment applies prospectively to the calculation

of Solomon Gibson’s offender score at sentencing.
Gibson, 58962-1-11, slip. op. at 7; 2025 WL 543804, at *3.

Judge Maxa reasoned that the triggering event for
prospective application of the RCW 9.94A.525(1)(b) is
sentencing and that it must be applied to sentencings on or after
the effective date of the law. Id., slip op. 7-9, 2025 WL 543804,
at *3-4. He cited this Court’s decision in State v. Jenks, 197

Wn.2d 708, 487 P.3d 482 (2021) in support of this conclusion.

Id.



Under this reasoning, Mr. Watson was entitled to the
benefit of RCW 9.94A.525(1)(b) and not have his prior juvenile
adjudication counted in his offender score because the law was
in effect when he was sentenced.

Given the conflicting opinions on RCW 9.94A.525(1)(b)
and how Jenks is to be interpreted, this Court should grant Mr.
Watson’s petition for review to settle the issue. See RAP
13.4(b)(2), (2).
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